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Jonas Gerard brings a new “look and feel” to 

Rotarians Against Hunger Annual Food Drive
Asheville, NC - Rotarians Against Hunger (RAH) is honored by a three-year commitment from Asheville artist Jonas Gerard, who is donating his art to call attention to the Rotarians annual hunger initiative.

The Second Annual RAH will take place April 9 when food for 216,000 will be collected, packaged, baled and readied for distribution throughout Western North Carolina and Honduras. RAH, in partnership with Mission Children’s Hospital, Kids Against Hunger and Manna FoodBank, is raising funds to purchase food and materials to address the increasingly critical need for food among our WNC neighbors and those who are part of an ongoing medical/dental mission to Honduras sponsored by the Rotary Club of Asheville. 

Gerard’s painting “Dancing to the End of Love”, a 44” x 44” vibrant display of color and vitality, will be used on promotional materials announcing the event. In addition, the painting will be auctioned to the highest bidder with 100% of the proceeds being utilized for the purchase of food for this undertaking.

Gerard’s art works will be the visual focal point of RAH Annual Hunger Campaign through 2013 given his three-year commitment to this increasingly serious need to provide nutritious, high quality food for our region. 
“It is exciting to join Rotary’s efforts in directly addressing the pressing need for food among the most vulnerable in our population,” says Gerard.

Rotary Club of Asheville President, Nancy Brooks says, “We are honored and grateful for Mr. Gerard’s compassion for this project.  His art works will lend visibility to the need for healthy food in our WNC region and abroad and to our fundraising efforts to meet these needs.”   
As the Hunger drive gets underway, funds are being sought from the community at large. Gerard’s contribution will play a key role in that effort while Rotarians throughout WNC appeal to the business community, friends and family to raise needed tax-deductible funds and in-kind contributions.

Some 900 volunteers are needed for the day of the event. To sign up as an individual or group, volunteers should contact: rotariansagainsthunger@yahoo.com.

ABOUT ROTARIANS AGAINST HUNGER (RAH)

The Rotary Club of Asheville, together with other Rotary clubs in Western North Carolina, Mission Children’s Hospital, Kids Against Hunger and Manna Foodbank, are joining forces to combat the hunger crisis that is gripping our area. On April 9, 2011, some 900 volunteers will gather to prepare, package and ready for delivery nutritious meals for 216,000. This Second Annual Rotarians Against Hunger (RAH) http://www.ashevillerotary.org/RAH2011.cfm  will send 70% of the food to our neighbors in Western North Carolina and 30% to Honduras where the Rotary Club of Asheville maintains ongoing medical and dental missions. 
The new “face” of Rotarians Against Hunger is being contributed by Asheville artist Jonas Gerard who has made a multi-year commitment to provide support for this hunger initiative by providing a painting each year that will be utilized on RAH initiatives. Funds and in-kind contributions are actively being sought. 
Tax deductible donations can be made to: Mission Healthcare Foundation with a notation that they are for RAH (Rotarians Against Hunger); the checks should be mailed to Rotary Club of Asheville, PO Box 1954, Asheville, NC 28802.
Contacts:

For tax-deductible donations: 
William Bass: wcbass@bassandroyster.com
Betty Doll: Betty@BettyDollLTC.com.
Robert Haggard: rhaggard@vwlawfirm.com
For press: 
Lynn Roberts: lynn@globotext.com / 305-773-6207


